PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
STAFF REPORT

April 15, 2010

CrTy OF BryAN

Right-of-way Abandonment RA 10-02: request to abanain a portion of
public alley right-of-way in Block 22 of Phillip’s Addition

LOCATION: a 10-foot wide and 200-foot long portion of publighi-of-way for an
alley located in Block 22 of the Phillip’s Additiaihat extends between
South Haswell Drive and South Ennis Street

APPLICANT: Dan and Linda B. Davison

ZONING: Residential District — 5000 (RD-5)

AGENT: Carlomagno Surveying, Inc.

STAFF CONTACT: Julie Fulgham, Senior Planner

SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION: The Site Development Review Committee and staff
recommend denying the requested right-of-way
abandonment.
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RIGHT-OF-WAY REQUESTED TO BE ABANDONED:

The portion of right-of-way requested to be abardbis approximately 10 feet wide and 200 feet long
and extends southeast from South Haswell Drive é@tmEast F1and East 3¢ Streets. Ms. Davison,
the applicant, is requesting this abandonment t@lie to integrate this land with her ownership of
adjoining Lot 12 in Block 22 of the Phillip’s Addtiin, which is addressed as 707 S. Haswell Street.

Acting on behalf of the general public, only Brysu€ity Council is authorized to officially abandat

or portions of rights-of-way dedicated for publiseu The Planning and Zoning Commission hears and
makes a recommendation on proposals to abandots-offway after the Site Development Review
Committee (SDRC) has reviewed the request and redde decision, in accordance with Subdivision
Ordinance Section 110-32(d)(3)(b), which specificakquires that partial right-of-way abandonments
must “meet the approval of the SDRC".

The SDRC reviewed and formally denied this reqé@salley abandonment on March 9, 2010, finding
that the proposedaptial abandonments of this particular alley segmesuld interfere with existing
traffic circulation in this block and eliminate tweay alley access to the rear of multiple propsrtie
that front East 31 Street and South Ennis Street. A copy of the SBR&Ztion notification is
attached to this staff report.

On her behalf, Ms. Davison’'s husband submitted ppeal of the SDRC's decision to deny this
abandonment request, to the Planning and Zoningn@ssion (see attached letter). Upon receipt af sai
appeal, staff notified all owners of property witt200 feet of this alley segment and invited therthe

Planning and Zoning Commission’s public hearinglmmatter on April 15, 2010. Attached to this fstaf
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report are the abandonment request application, farsurvey showing the proposed right-of-way to be
abandoned, pictures of the alley right-of-way psmgabto be abandoned, as well as emails from nearby
property owners who are in opposition to the abandmt of this alley segment.

ANALYSIS:

This 10-foot wide alley right-of-way that is progakto be abandoned is utilized by several propeitie
this block that have accessory dwellings (garagartagents) and that were constructed prior to the
adoption of zoning in 1989. These historic ‘garagartments’ are common within this subdivisiorheT
narrowness of this 10-foot wide alley segment lestdff to believe that the entire alley should rama
open to help accommodate access to the structwratet on lots that adjoin this alley. Abandortimg
alley segment may have negative impacts on thegmtation needs of other properties within thck|

i.e., those facing S. Ennis and E>®&ireet, some of which appear to be utilizing fhislic right-of-way,

as stated in the attached emails from nearby prppamers.

During the Site Development Review Committee’s eawiof this request, the City's Water Services
Department identified existing public to be witlinvery near the public right-of-way this alley semt.

If this right-of-way were abandoned, then a sugadhsement over existing public utility facilitied|
need to be reserved. Such an easement will helpeeascess for repairing and replacing publictiesi
and help prevent buildings which interfere withesxto these utilities.

RECOMMENDATION:

The Site Development Review Committee and stdffretcommenddenying this request to abandon this
partial alley segment. However, if the Planning @wmning Commission is inclined to recommend to the
City Council to approve the requested abandonm&aff urges that any such recommendation for
approval be made subject to the condition thatldiputility easement be reserved on the entirgior

of right-of-way proposed to be abandoned to accodat®existing utility facilities.

Abandoning the subject right-of-way would allowstHand to be integrated with adjacent land in the

Phillips Addition. However, staff believes that Bucrearrangement of land, in this particular caseild
not be in the public interest as it appears toeserore than one public purpose.
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